THROUGH  TREASON  TO   POWER

Meanwhile Hitler too had come to Berlin. Would
he, as in the previous September, go from cafe to cafe
appealing to the S.A. not to compromise his position?

No. Times had changed. At the time of the last
elections the threatening attitude of the S.A. might
have influenced the result at the poll. Now, with the
Party holding one hundred and seven seats and the
revolt stifled, Hitler could content himself with a
grandiloquent manifesto.

Nothing came of Stennes' great putsch. The defeated
captain and thousands of resolute men passed that
day into the ranks of the Black Front.

The zealous Roehm did not rest content with saving
Hitler. As S.A. Chief of Staff he decreed that in future
Adolf was always to be referred to as *Mein Fuhrer*, and
that he was to be addressed in the third person.

Thus died the cdrummer of the revolution' and thus
the Tiihrer3 of the German people was officially born.

Adolf should have been touched by such devotion,
but recent experiences had made him suspicious. If
Pfeffer had proved inadequate, if Stennes had be-
trayed him, Roehm, with whom he had already had
such violent clashes, might one day turn against him
too. To guard against this danger he needed a body
of shock troops devoted to him to the death. The rapid
increase in numbers and importance of the small para-
military organization of the S.S. dates from this time,
and Himmler soared to giddy heights. Roehm, chief
of the S.A., and Himmler, chief of the S.S., were at
daggers drawn. Hitler viewed their antagonism with